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under Bismarck led the way in social insurance, has under
National Socialism introduced the Kraft durch Freude move-
ment, youth camps, holidays for mothers, and so on; and
Hitler can say with at least general truth: 'We have cleared
the slums; we have no verminous heads.9 This shames our
democracy and gives a handle to those who say, *A Totali-
tarian State has succeeded where a Democracy has failed/
and proceed to the false inference that success and failure are
inherent in those particular political systems.

The right use of leisure is one of the problems crying out
for attention and becoming every moment more pressing as
the mechanization of existence increases. More and more
people are becoming machine-minders and demanding in
their lengthening leisure hours a creative outlet for their
brains and hearts and hands. They must have the chance to
see, conceive, and create things of beauty, and to mould their
own minds and spirits. Individual men and women and
voluntary organizations are tackling the question, but the
State makes no provision for leisure and has apparently given
little serious thought to it. Russia has catered for it in her
pleasure parks, with their theatres, cinemas, and entertain-
ments of various grades. There, training of the mind is pro-
vided by speeches, lectures, and radio talks, on a propaganda
basis. Though we deplore its political bias, such a planned
system merits our respect; it is for us to see that a method of
training mind and body is evolved in this country on lines of
liberty, and that the filling of the all-important leisure hours
is not left only to commercial amusement caterers, who gain
more from the passive acquiescence of the many than from
the active participation of the few. Misspent leisure debases
the outlook and warps the vision. In pre-war Germany the
educational film, which always accompanied the melodrama,
formed a much more essential part of the programme than it
does in this country. Could we not here, while avoiding the
propaganda bias, work out a system for teaching young and
old the why and wherefore of many ordinary things ? A car-
penter's work, for instance, would be enriched if he knew
where the wood he uses comes from, how it was lumbered,
floated down swift streams, sawn into planks, sailed across the